Getting Answers to Your Questions

For alist of the schools your child is eligible to attend, visit our

Web site: www.bostonpublicschools.org. Click “Register for Schools,”
then“What Are My Schools?”and type in your home address; or call one
of the three BPS Family Resource Centers listed on this page.

Visit several schools before registering. This is the best way to get to know
them. Call each school you plan to visit to let them know which Preview
Time you will attend.

For information about each school:

» Read Introducing the Boston Public Schools. This guide is available
on-line, at the FRCs, and in schools. The 2010 edition will be ready
in December.

» Read School Report Cards for each school, available on-line and at
the FRGs.

> (all or visit any FRC.

More than 30 employers offer paid time off for Boston parents to visit
schools during the school day as part of School Preview Time. Check with
your employer to see if you are eligible for this benefit.

A Checklist for School Visits

When visiting a school, consider the following as you

decide which schools is the best fit:

M What is the school’s curriculum and style of teaching?

M Are there enrichment programs, such as music?

M Are there special education or language services, as
well as opportunities for advanced work?

M What is the size of the school?

M What is the school’s environment? What types of
learning materials are on display? How do students
interact with teachers?

M Where is the school located?

M What is the school’s student achievement data (such
as MCAS, other assessments, and attendance rates)?

M What are the school’s hours?

M Does the school have before- or after-school
programs? For what ages? What activities do they
offer?

M What are the facilities like? Is there a playground,
gym, library, pool, auditorium or cafeteria?

M Is there a school uniform policy?

M How diverse are the students?

M What is the experience of the teachers and school
leaders?

M What are the opportunities for family involvement?

About BPS Kindergarten

K2 is for children who will be 5 by September 1,2010
K1 is for children who will be 4 by September 1,2010
KO is for children who will be 3 by September 1,2010

K2: This is a full-day (6-hour) program for five-year-olds. The BPS
quarantees a school assignment for every child who registers for K2.

K1: BPS is expanding its kindergarten programs for four-year-olds,
with more than 2,100 seats as of September 2010. However, we cannot
quarantee a K1 assignment for all applicants.

KO: There is a very small number of seats available for children who
will be three years old by September 1. Most of these seats are filled by
children with special needs or by siblings of current BPS students. Fora
special needs evaluation, contact the BPS Special Education Department
at617-635-7800.

If you apply for a KO or K1 assignment, be aware that these programs
may be half-day, full-day, or full-day plus surround care. Find out if

a program's hours fit your needs, and also be sure to have a back-up
childcare plan, because assignment is not guaranteed. For listings of
pre-schools and Head Start programs in your community, including how
to get financial aid, call Child Care Choices of Boston at 617-348-6641.

Early Education Centers (EECs) and Early Learning
Centers (ELCs): These BPS programs offer either KO or K1 through
grade 1and provide free surround care until 5:00 pm. Seats in these
schools often fill up in the first round of registration.

For more information about
getting ready for kindergarten:

www.countdowntokindergarten.org

School Preview Time is for all families
considering enrollment in the Boston Public Schools.
During School Preview Time (SPT), schools have
special visiting hours and activities to introduce
families to their offerings.

Each school’s SPT hours are listed in this brochure. Please contact the
school to let them know when you plan to visit. For more information
on our schools, registration and enrollment, or getting ready for
kindergarten, please contact:

= www.bostonpublicschools.org/register

= www.countdowntokindergarten.org

= BPS Family Resource Centers (FRCs):
1216 Dorchester Ave., Dorchester @ 617-635-8015
75Malcolm X Blvd., Roxbury @ 617-635-9010
515 Hyde Park Ave,, Roslindale @ 617-635-8040
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Come to the Boston Public Schools

g}l@WCage @f (Sclc@@ﬂg

Saturday, October 24,2009 = 1:00—4:00 pm

Reggie Lewis Track & Athletic Center, Roxbury (across from Roxbury
Community College and the Roxbury Crossing MBTA station)

Check out information tables for all BPS schools =
Meet principals and headmasters = See displays of
student work = Learn about your school choices
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Important Tips

This guide lists all BPS elementary and K-8 schools alphabetically

by zone. Your school choices include those within your school zone,
those designated as citywide, and any others located within one mile
of your home. Please use one of the resources above to learn about
your zone and your school options.

Plan to visit several of the schools available to you so that you can
learn about your choices before you register your child for school.

Registration for Boston Public Schools kindergarten, grade 6, and
grade 9 begins on January 4, 2010. Call any Family Resource Center or
check our website for details on how, when, and where to register.

Boston Public Schools = 26 Court Street = Boston MA 02108

This Flementary School Preview Time schedule is produced by the
BPS Office of Enrollment Services and the BPS Communications Office.

The Boston Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age,
disability, sex, religion, national origin, or sexual orientation, and does not tolerate
any form of discrimination, intimidation, threat, coercion, or harassment.

ELEMENTARY
5 6}1@60 (P)T”e\vﬁew ihpe

November 2, 2009 -
January 22, 2010

Our schools offer a world of choices.
Come and see for yourself!

~ FOCUS
On Children

Boston Public Schools

Office of Enrollment Services
26 Court Street, Boston, MA 02108
@ 617-635-9516
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